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that the right to compulsorily purchase
should continue for 12 months after the
opening of the railway as a whole. In
view of the opening of the first section,
a doubt has arisen in the minds of legal
personts  responsible for advising the
Crown in consirning the meaning of the
Act, whether the period during whieh
compulsory purchase of land on either

zidle of the railway could be made
did nol  conunence to run from the
date of the opening, that is to say

whether the 12 months would date from
the opening of the first section or of the
apeiiny of the line completed for iraflie.
Sueh a construction of the meaning
would undoubtedly he contravy to the in-
tention of Parbament ; and this amend-
ing Bill has been introduced to remove
the doubt that possibly would arise if
the matter were left undecided. It is all
the more neeessary in connection with
this line, as there are four or five large
blacks which it i1s possible the Govern-
ment in their wisdom may consider it
advisable to resume : and the advantage
of resuming the land, against the repur-
chasing of it under the Agrieultural Re-
purchiased FEstates Aet, is that we are
able to acquire the land at the value

that would be placed on it prior
to the construction of the railway,
insiead of having to pay an en-
haneed value given to it by the

construetion of the line. Four or five
of the hloeks were alienated in the early
history of the State. and contain a large
pereentaze of tirst-elass land which might
be suhdivided intn reaxonably sized hold-
ings. which T am satistied would be taken
up eagerly by intending seitlers. There
is a regular rainfall. in a temperate
climate. and the land is within easy dis-
tance of the port: and these are reasons
for the Government exercizsing the power
eonferved upon them by the original Aet.
1 have much pleasure in formally moving
the second reading of the Bill.

Mr. T. II. BATH (Brown Hill): In

view of the necessitvy of getiing this
amendment throneh at the earliest pos-
sible momwent, I promised to give the

Premier every faecility for getting the

Bill passed.

[COUNCIL.)

Public Service Clussification.

Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time.
In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, re-
port adopted.

ADJOURNMEXT.

The House adjourned at nine minutes
te 11 o'clock, until the next Tuesday.
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MOTION—PUBLIC SERVICE CLAS-
SIFICATION.
Professional Division.
Hen. M. L, MOSS (West) moved—
That in the opinion of this House the
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delay in the completion of the Classifi-
eition of the Professional Division of the
Public Sercice is prejudicial to the best
interests of the State,

He =aid: Members are aware that in
1904 Parliament passed a Public Service
Aet, and in that Act the public service
was divided into four divisions, the ad-
ninistrative, the professional, the clerical,
aml the weneral divisions, The Public
Service  Commissioner commenced his
duties under that Act, for it is cutlined
in Seetions 9 and 10 aud the sueceeding
sections, that it became his duty under
the A\t to inspeet the various depart-
ments and frame a ccheme of classifica-
tion to be submitted for the eonsideration
of the Governor, which is of course the
Ministry, and by Section 8 it is provided
that if the Governor did not approve of
any proposal or statemeut it should be
the duty of the Commissioner to recon-
silder such proposal, and within a time to
be specitied by the Governor submit
another proposal, and such fresh pro-
posal should be considered and dealt
with hy the Governor, and that every
proposal of the Commissioner relating
to  the eclassifieation or reclassification
should, hefore it was finally dealt with
by the Guovernor, he published in fhe
Gocvernment Guzette. 1 understand that
the classifieation of the clerieal division
has heen completed, with the vesulf that
there were a large number of anneals
from the decision of the Commissioner,
and probably fhat braneh of the service
has been dealt with more or less satis-
faetorily to those eoncerned. A great
delay seems to have taken place with re-
gard to the classification of the profes-
sional division, and there i1s no doubt
that branch of the service is seething
with discontent over the delay which has
taken place and the treatment meted out
on all hands to these gentlemen in the
professional division. It is surprising to
me, since I have given notice of this
motion, to tind the number of men in

high positions in the service. eoming
within the professional divisien. whe

have spoken o me in terms of commend-
alion tor ay actien in siving norice of
the motion. I however, was chielly con-
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cerned in giving it, not so much as to the
professional division of the service, hut
as to ihe delay which has taken place in
rezurd (0 the stipendiary magistracy.
This session T have almost tived members
in regard to this matter, but I think the
whole position  is  zeriouz. There are
gentlenien vetained in positions i eon-
nection with the stipendiary magistraey
totally unfitted for the performance of
their duties, and the ohjectiunz puinted
out by My, Pennefatlier as to the district
medical officers of health holding the
dual position of medical olticer and magis-
trate, show that the administration of
justice throughout the State is anything
but satisfactory. T it weve pavt of wmy
policy  fu indiente matters which have
come within my own professional know-
ledge [ could swprize the House with
something which is going wn in one or
two centres of the Btate. I do noi pro-
pose to bother the House or the eomuntry
with atters that T obtained infurmation
in regard te In that direction, but I
think I am justified in referving to in-
stances given by Mr Pennefuther on the
Address-in-Reply  and  referred to on
subseguent  oecasions  in fhis  House.
Before coming i the House i{n-day the
Colonial Secretary told e that in all
probability  this  elassifieation  will  be
made public within the next few days,
therefore there is not that neeessity for
woving the motion that there wounld have
heen had I not received that information,
But I do certainly hope that something
will be deme in connection with these
magistracies. 1 would like to draw the
attention of the Government to Section
30 of the Public Service Act whieh pro-
vides that— .

“Xo person shall be permanenily

appointed 1o the oilice of nagizirvate
unless he has passed the preseribed
examination in law, or he is a lesal

practitioner ¢uly qualified  under the
Legal Practitioners Aet 1893: Pro-
vided ihat on the certificate of the

Commissioner that it is desirable for
the ecomomiy of the Public Service so
ts do. the fovernor may appoint a
Mistrict medical officer or may  tem-
porarily  appeini any ather officer a
mazistrate without examination.”
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I lope the provisions of that section will
be kept prominently in view, in making
fresh appointiments.  The country gener-
ally looks with eagerness for this classifi-
eation. It is not to he hoped that -those
comprised in the professional division
will he =atisfied with what takes place;
there is no doubt there will be complaints;
but there is ample power for appeal
under the statute, which is getting pretiy
old now. It was passed in 1904, and oue
would have expected that hefore 1907
the whole of the divisions would have
been classified and all the appeals made
and heard, and fhat the service would
have heen put on a satisfactory basis. I
dv not propose to wasle the time of
members in debating this question, when
the Minister tells us that we shall have
the elassifieation in a few days. Then
we shall be able to form our own opinions
as to its justice.

Houn. J. T. GLOWREY: [ seeond the

motion,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D, Comnolly): 1 presume the bon.
menther does not wish to press the motion
now, The Public Serviee Commissioner,
who by the way is entirelv responsible
for the classification—no responsihility
rests on the Government, and it is en-
tirelv the duty of the Tublic Service
Commissioner to carry out the classifiea-
tion and to carry out the general manage-
ment of the Public Service—sent me a
message this afternoon that le had the
classifiention of the professional division
complete, and in all probability it would
be gazetted in this week’s CGazette. That
heing so, no doubt the hon. member will
not press the motion, but will ask leave
to withdraw it.

Hon. M. L. MOS8 : Now hy the leave
of the House I wiil withdraw {he motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

MESSAGE—ASSENT TO BILLS (3).

Messagre from the Governor received
and read, assenting to the following Bills:
—1. Permanent Reserve HRevestment;
2, Edueation Ae¢t Amendment; 3, Statis-
ties.

{COUNCIL.)

Payment of Members.

BILL=PORT HEDLAND-MARBLE
BAR RAILWAY,
Bill read a third. tine, and passed.

MOTION—-PAYMENT OF MEM-
BERS, TO REDUCE.

Debate resnmed from the 28th August,
an the wmotion by Mr. Glowrey to re-
duce the salaries of members to a sum
not exceeding £100 per annum.

Hon, J. W. LANGSFORD (Metro-
poelitan-Suburban) @ When I secured
the adjournment of this debate for a
fortnight, it was with a view to enable
niemhers to  have the opportunity of
calmly considering the whole question
and deciding whether it was in the best
interests of parliamentary government
that salaries of members of Parliaanent
should be reduced. T hope members have
in the meantime informed themselves
thoroughly on this important question.
We must admire the otive which
prompted the mover of the motion, that
is in the interests of economy; but the
question arises whether it is good econo-
my ov false economy. The plea is often
raised that we should bave economy,
certainly, but with efficiency ; and if we
ean obtain efficiency with the economy
proposed equal to that we have at pre-
senl, there is something to be said In
favour of the motion ; but on the other
hand, this may be looked upon as some-
what of an aftack on the principle of
payment of members, The hon. mem-
ber has not menticned the sum of £100
specificially in the motion. He leaves
himself open to submit a farther motion
stating the sum. The motion says it
shall not exceed £100 ; it may ultimately
he brought down to 25 guineas or a
smaller sum. T think it cannot be said
that an amount of £3 16s. 11d. per week
—hecanse I understand arithmeticians
work it out at that—is an exorbitant
price to pay our legislators for their
services. However, if this is really an
attack upen the prineiple of payment of
members—and I am inclined to believe
there is something of that idea in the
motion—we have to approach the ques-
tion from a different standpeint alto-
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wether. Tt has heen held that it is neces-
sary in a demcceratic eountry such as
we  claim  this to he, that payment
of wwembers is one of the essentials of
democeracy, in order that we inay give
to all classes the opportunity of heing
represenied in the Houses of Parlia-
ment. T confess it seems difficali to get
eithusiastic  over a motion of this
character.  We must renmember it is not
only to apply to representaiives of this
Chamber, but 1t is to apply to the whole
of Parliament; and I bhelieve nothing
that this House could do would have
such an effect in this country as to agree
to the wotion. T think we would show
ourseives utterly out of harmony with
the feeling which exists in the country
at the preseut time.

Hon. J. T. Glowrey : You have not
bheen fo the country mueh, or you would
not say that.

Hen. J. W. LAXGSFORD : The
movement is altogeiher in the opposite
direction to that which the hon. mentber
wizgles us to take. The movement of
all other progressive counfries is up-
wards and not downwards.

Hon, G. Bellingham : You should
have been a Federal member.
Hon. J. W, LANGSFORD : I leave

that for other honourable gentleman who
have more leisure than T have. T have
a few statisties of the salaries paid in
other countries. In France the senators
and the deputies have an inerease this
vear from £360 per annum to £600 per
annum.  In Germnany, in May 1906, an
Act was passed paying members £150 for
a seszion, so that [ presume if they hap-
pen to have any special session during
the year such as was proposed some tine
agn in this country, they would get an
exira £150 for a special session, though
it might only last a week. 1In the
Uniled States the senators are paid
£1400 per annum, with travelling ex-
penses and I helieve a private secretary’s
allowance also. The salary was £1.000.
There has been an increase of £400 dur-
ing the current year. Then we have the
example of our own Federal Parliament
where ihe increase was from £400 to
£600. I am almost disposed to think
this was in the mind of the hon. member
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when e moved the wotion and ihat he
has moved this as a kind of eounterblast
to the way in which Federal members
inereased their own salaries. It may be
said that Ministers of the Crown are in
a very different position from the o1«
dinary member of Parliament, hut T
think the difference is only in degree.
The Minister gives up all his time to the
dulies of the Staie and is paid some-
thing running into four figures, hut the
ordinary anember of Parliament gives up
a good deal of his time; and if a
Minister is paid, why should not the
ardinary member of Parbament 7 He
wives up his time and should be paid
aceordingly. The prineiple appears to
be the zame, only differing in degree.
It has always been Leld that payment of
members was to give the widest choiee
to the electors, and T am strongly in
sviupathy with that idea. It is not all
who have the wealth of my friend who
moved the motion: it is not all who are
clothed in purple and fine linen, and who
recognise that the honour and dignity of
the position are nuite sufficient to repay
them for the services they render to
their country. The majority of people
are not in that favourable position. I
think there are just as good men oni-
side this House in professional and
husiness walks of life who would make
equally as good memnbers—T will not say
more so—as memnbers who oceupy these
heuches at the present time ; but ihey
absolutely will not give up their avoea-
tions and afford the time, because 1t
means £0 much to them. The aspecet of
this payvment of members las altered
during the past few years. Tt was
orignally given to recoup expensez, hut
now it is looked upon in the light of an
adequate remuneration for services
rendered. M. Glowrey referred to the
faet that we were limited in our expenses
in couneetion with elections and there-
fore there was not the necessity that
previously existed for this payment ;
but T have heen a member of this House
for three and a half years, and as a
matter of faet T have not made up my
expenses vet. I do not wish hon. mem-
hers to have the idea that T exceeded the
amount allotted to me under {he Klec-
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toral Act, but I have had iwo elections
during the time, and my experience has
been that it costs just as much to fight
a sueeessful election asg it did previously
Something has been said as to the
standard of members of Parliament, that
we do not compare favourably with the
men who have preceded us in the halls
of legislature ; but althongh we may not
have the isolated cases of excellence we
had in the past, I believe that the aver-
age political ability is higher to-day in
our Houses of Parliament than it has
ever been in the past; and 1 attribute
this to some extent to the democratic
principle of payment of embers.
There is one other aspect of the ques-
tion, especially as it relates to ecountry
nientbers, Those whose husiness keeps
them in town ave by ne means in the
sanle category with those who live in
the country. I do not mean those who
live in the city ; I mean those who live
in the conntry and have to go to and
from their parliamentary duties every
week. It eannot be said that a sum of
£3 16s. 11d. per week is at all an ade-
quate remuneration for them.

Hon. J. T Glowrey @ They travel
free.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD : Yes, hut
we who are in Perth, imehiding the hon.
" inember, ean attend to. our businesses
every day and almost every hour of the

day.

Iton. M. L. Moss: The session dves
not last the whole year.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD : Hon,

members who come from the ecouniry
must experience great inconvenience in
atfending te their parhamentary duties,
and some adequate provision should be
wade to reimburse them. In looking up
the debates on this questien in this
House some seven years ago, I noliced
that theve were many honourable gentle-
men who are in the House at the present
time. ineluding my  honourable friend
who moved this motion, who favoured
this £200 per annum. T looked up an
able speech of the hen. member’s in
1900, [Hon. J. T. Glowrey : Youwill
nof find a speech of mine there.] Tam
sure it was an able speech. Tt was very
brief, about half a dozen lines, hut what

[COUNCIL.]

-said in

Motion to reduce.

the hon. member said was good, though
it was somewhat eontrary to what he
his address the other week,
There were some stalwart champions of
payment of members who are bere to-
day,. who seven years ago on the very
question of £100 or £200 were very
earnest in their advoecaey of being paid the
larger amount. How this 15 viewed by
thinkers of other countries is shown in
an extract I have before me. Professor

Jordan, of the Leland-Stanford TUni-
versity, California, Ameriea, was re-

cently visiting Sydney, and among other
things he gave his experience of une or
two mdtters that had struck him during
his sojourn in the East. He said,
“ Australia paid its politicians only the
price of professional failure.” That
was his testimony after making incuiries
as to the amount of salary patd. One
of the leading newspapers commented
on that statement as follows :—
“When at intervals we are con-
fronted with the statistics of our
politieal machinery, we wmarvel at the
inertia. of a people that can enduve
them. There are too many Parlia-
ments, too wany Ministers, and too
many Covernors, and, what is warst,
there is too mueh for them to do.
Here it is that Professor Jordan in-
dieates (he danger that underlies our
system of demoeracy and seems pe-
culiar to if. With all our astonishing
abundance of workers the work of
Parlianient demands even more from
a politician than it does elsewhere. Tt
demands in Federal polities, at all
events. such a distraction of his ener-
wies that he cannot hope for distinetion
in his profession, and is singular if he
preserves his standing in it. In the
State Parliament it is scavcely less
exacting, for, though the idea of de-
centralisation has been zo far cairied
into effect that a member is relieved
of a substantial pavt of his burdens,
polities cannot be regarded as anything
but the chief burden of those who
undertake it. The reason of this exi-
zeney iz, ags Professor Jordan reeng-
nises, the wide influenece in Australia
thatl legislation exerveises over ouy daily
lives. Onr laws for the protection of
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the weak and for the restraint of com-
peiition are as strange to American
ideas as the stories of mob domination
and municipal eorrupiion in California
are t» us.  The contrast shows how
important is the work of our poli-
ticians, and accounts for this eriticism
of their character and training. What
sort of men, an American naturally
agks, do we chooge to be rulers of our
daily lives, and whai reward do we
offer them? The parliamentary salary
i5, as is peinted out, not larger than
the reward of professional failure.
Popular applause, when it is given, 1s
not a very satisfactory or very re-
liable assef. What, then, are the men
we wvet, or ought tu expect to get, for
nothing? And how ought we to supply
whatever deficiencies they show? The
answer to these ruestions is part of the

lament of many Auwstralian citizens
after each geneval election. The re-

wards offered are not sufficient fo at-
tract the best intellects from one party,
but not from the others. Public spirit
is a sufficient spur to a few only io
ignore the chance of professional ad-
vancement or the claims of their home,
and the difficully that is felt in choos-
ing eandidafes manifests itself through-
out the debates’”
That arctiele is advoeating an adjustment
of ihe parliamentary machinery. It is
a very proper question for us to com-
sider whether our parliamentary ma-
chinery is not too extensive, and the whole
question wants very carefully thinking
out. The result of many of the delibera-
tiong of the Federal Pavliament rdoes not
justify the States in seeking to give them
more power than thev have at present.
I am not advocating that the State Par-
Liament should be weakened at all  There
may be adjustmenis made, and T think
members might well tnrn their attention
to that poini without endeavouring to
impair the efficieney of the machinery.
Let us have the best machinery we pos-
gibly ean. hut at the same fime we might
have a little less than we get.” In view
of the increased cost of living which we
are told will result from the operations
of Sir William Lyne’s taniff, T think this
is a most inopportune time to suggest

that salaries of members of Parliament
should he reduced. T am in accord with
the mover of the mofion in this that if
we are to have a strict reign of economy
right ilrough the whole of the depart-
ments, from the top to the bottom, then
members of Parliament should be pre-
pared to (ake their share i that eeon-
omy. I shall always favour a movement
in thai divection. In the eireumsianees,
and after consideration, T have eoncluded
that T am unable to support the motion
at this juncture.

On wotion by the Hon, W. Maley, de-
hate adjourned.

BILLS—=FIRST READING (3).

1, Land Tax Assessment; 2, Collie-
Narrogin Railway Amendwent; 3, Vac-
eination Act Amendment; received from
the Legislative Assembly and read a first
time.

BILL—WORKERS' COMPENSA-
TION AMEXDMENT.

Second Reading,

Debate vesumed from the 209th August.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY (South): I
have 1o desire to take up the time nof
the House in debating the second reading
of this Bill. T have had an opportunity
of going very carefully through the mea-
sure, and I think it is a great improve-
ment on the existing Act. I shall be
pleazed to support the second reading,
and when the Committee stage is reached
I will propose one or two small amend-
ments of which I shall give notice.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 513 o'elock,
until the next day.



